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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 

The amendment filed on April 12, 2007, has been received and entered. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

An extension of time under 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) is required in order to make an examiner's 
amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. On September 10, 2007, an 
extension of time for 5 MONTH(S) was requested and the applicant authorized the Director to 
charge Deposit Account No. 19-1090 the required fee for this extension. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Stephen J. Rosenman on September 7, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claim 16 has been replaced with the following: 
16. A purified gellan composition containing nucleic acid at a concentration of less than 10 ppm 
based on the weight of gellan prepared by combining DNase and an unpurified gellan 
composition contaminated with nucleic acid to make a mixture wherein said mixture is 
maintained under conditions such that DNase. degrades at least some of the nucleic acid, thereby 
resulting in the purified gellan composition. 
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New claims 55-67 have been added: 

55. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein the concentration of nucleic acid in the 
unpurified gellan composition is more than 100 ppm based on the weight of gellan. 

i 

56. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein the purified gellan composition 
contains less than 50% of the nucleic acid in the unpurified gellan composition. 

57. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein said mixture further comprises a 
DNase activating agent. 

58. The purified gellan composition of claim 57 wherein the DNase activating agent is sodium 
azide. 

59. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein said mixture is maintained at 30-45°C 
for at least 1 hour. 

60. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein in preparing the purified gellan 
composition, nucleic acid degradation is monitored. 

61. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein after the mixture is maintained under 
conditions such that DNase degrades at least some of the nucleic acid, the DNase is deactivated. 
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62. The purified gellan composition of claim 61 wherein the DNase is heat deactivated by 
heating the DNase to an inactivating temperature in excess of 50°C. 

63. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein the DNase is DNase I. 

64. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein in preparing the purified gellan 
composition, boric acid is added to the unpurified gellan composition or the purified gellan 
composition. 

65. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein in preparing the purified gellan 
composition, imidazole is added to the unpurified gellan composition or the purified gellan 
composition. 

66. The purified gellan composition of claim 16 wherein in preparing the purified gellan 
composition, a size-separation property modifying polymer is added to the unpurified gellan 
composition or the purified gellan composition. 

67. The purified gellan composition of claim 66 wherein the size-separation property modifying 
polymer is poly(ethylene oxide). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan E. Fernandez whose telephone number is (571) 272-3444, 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Wityshyn can be reached on (571) 272-0926. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANA£^) 0^571-^72-1000. 

Susan E. Fernandez 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 1651 
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